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so the word fear was made, containing this idea
of moving from place to place. But again this was
a metaphor. Until after the Norman Conquest the
word fear meant a sudden or terrible happening.
Only later it came to mean the feeling which such
an event or the expectation of it would cause.

We may become tired in mind or body from
many causes; but when we say we are " weary0
we are literally saying that we have travelled far
over difficult ground, for the word weary comes
from an Old English word meaning this.

Some of our words are really metaphors showing
the effect which different aspects of Nature had on
the men who made them. When we say we are
astonished we do not mean that we are " struck
by thunder," but that is what the word literally
means. It comes from the Latin word attonare,
which means this. The words astound and stun
contain the same hidden metaphor, which we use
in a plainer way when we say we are " thunder-
struck," meaning that we are very much surprised.

In the Middle Ages people believed that the stars
had a great effect on the lives of men. If the stars
were in a certain position at the time of a person's
birth, he would be lucky all his life; if in another,
he was doomed to unhappiness. From this belief
we still use the expression " born under a lucky
star " to describe a person who seems always to be
fortunate. But the same metaphor is contained in
single words* We speak of an unfortunate enter-